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A New Generation 


“vy NH, 


i, 
Let us try to look ahead a generation. What would happen if, during 
that time, a significant number of Christians in all the denominations 
began to recover from their general amnesia and indifference toward 
the Christian past? Suppose that a steadily increasing company of 
Christians caught the vision of ecumenical study and co-operation, 
and so began to care more and more to seek unity—together? Suppose 
that a new generation of pastors and teachers arose in the churches 
who had a vivid sense of our common history as a Christian com- 
munity through the ages. Suppose that many Christians, across many 
barriers, were taking the trouble to share in the experience of common 
worship, work, and study with other Christians—thus widening their 
horizons both in space and time? Suppose there were more church 
leaders—bishops, moderators, presidents, theologians—who were really 
disposed to recognize the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit, wherever 
found, and to celebrate such gifts and fruits as tokens of that unity 
we are seeking? § Would there not then be a good hope that such a 
generation would begin to outgrow separate histories and present divi- 
sions? Would it not then be possible to reclassify our presently “in- 
soluble” problems as at least “probably soluble”? Might we not con- 
fidently expect imperceptible and unpredictable changes that would 
dissolve present rigid barriers? And would this not be the leading 
of God’s Spirit toward the goal “that all may be one,” 
which we already have? 


an earnest of 


—ALBERT C. OuTLER in The Christian Tradition and the Unity 
We Seek, just published by Oxford University Press, New York. 











Letters to the Editors 





Wife-DCE Does Not Solve the Problem 





The Answer: Men DCEs 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Trained Workers, if Married, Are No 
Loss (OuTLOoK, June 24), but ... where 
are these married workers working? (Few 
are working as a wife-DCE-under-hubby in 
a church large enough to support a full- 
time director. If a church is large enough 
and financially able to support a DCE then 
why use the minister’s wife, even if she 
did go to our Training School? In fact, 
it’s bad practice. Most of these minister’s 
wife-DCE combinations are in smaller 
churches that would not normally have 
a DCE. She is doing a wonderful service 
for the church BUT this does not help the 
DCE shortage that our church is up 
against. 

The largest factory for DCEs of the 
Presbyterian, U.S., Church is our Training 
School in Richmond, a school commonly 
associated with girls, the school that 
stated that 67% of its students left church 
work after three years in the field. Dr. 
C. E. S. Kraemer told the 1954 incoming 
class that he had 80 positions on his desk 
that he was unable to fill. Why? Not 
enough graduates. Our Training School 
graduated 47 church workers last year 
which means in three years only 16 of 
these will be left. And our churches con- 
tinue to cry for full-time workers. Sure, 
those 31 graduates that will leave full- 
time church work in three years will still 
be doing a valuable service to the total 
church by helping their minister-husband 
in some small church but it means that 
there will be another vacancy for a full- 
time worker. I am not against women 
nor am I against marriage but I am 
against the attitude of our church in not 
seeking more MEN for the lay leadership 
of our church. THIS IS THE SOLUTION. 

Paul Pretzer recently pointed this out 
in his letter to THe Ovuttook (April 


22). The answer is trained male lay 
leaders, not ministers with a three- or six- 
hour course in Christian Education but 
dedicated young men, more dedicated than 
the minister, (because for the man DCE, 
his road is the hardest at the present 
time) that will make a career of this 
thing. Our Assembly’s Training School 
must visit the male Presbyterian colleges 
with its deputation teams rather than just 
the co-educational and women’s colleges. 
Our Survey must promote it, retreats held 
in the presbyteries for young people in- 
terested in the full-time non-ministerial 
work of the church, a better community 
relation between the girls of ATS and the 
boys of ATS with the boys of Union Sem- 
inary. Our General Assembly supports 
our Training School for the purpose of 
training full-time lay leaders in the 
church. Our church is not receiving full 
benefit from the investment. It could 
if it would get more of our men interested. 
ArTHUR L, WILDE. 
Port Arthur, Texas. 


The Rose Article 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


The article published in THE OUTLOOK 
of June 24, 1957 under the title “Racial 
Segregation in the Church” by Dr. Ben L. 
Rose is, in my humble opinion, the great- 
est contribution Tur OUTLOOK has made 
to the life of the church in my life-time. 
If this article were the only contribution 
Dr. Rose had ever made to the church 
(which it is not) his entire life as a min- 
ister of Jesus Christ would have been em- 
inently worthwhile. 

I am so grateful to Dr. Rose for this 
thoroughly documented Christian state- 
ment, and to you for publishing it that I 
hesitate to add even one word—there is 
really nothing to be added. To me, Dr. 
Rose had said one thing with finality, 


More Letters... page 6 








A college student wrote us: 


your name or otherwise.) 





Why not make it your neighborhood project for 5 or 10 young people? 


Family 
{ Freshman Home 
{High School} Sophomore , Connection 
Do you have a or College | Junior or in YOUN) Church 
Senior Neighborhood @ 
Office 


If so, here is something important to give him or her: 


The new (1958) GOING-TO-COLLEGE HANDBOOK— 
just published 


"My only regret is that I didn't discover the Handbook 
when I was a Freshman in high school !" 


Mail your order today for copies for all your young acquaintances. 
(If you furnish the names and addresses, we will mail for you—in 
50¢ per copy. 


OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS, 1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 








namely, any group of people may agree 
to organize themselves into a group, for 
whatever purpose, but any group that calls 
itself Christian cannot exclude from its 
membership and its fellowship any human 
being, regardless of class, race, color, lan- 
guage, color of hair, eyes, left-handedness 
—who gives his or her first allegiance to 
Jesus Christ. If any group, regardless of 
its creed, tradition, custom, mores, or for 
any other reason does exclude fellow- 
Christians, then that group has no right, 
according to the New Testament, the 
Standards of the Presyterian Church or 
the actions of our church courts to call 
itself Christian. I do not mean to imply 
that there are no individual Christians 
who are members of segregated churches; 
we are all sinners, and sin creates blind- 
spots in us all. I do mean that the article 
by Dr. Rose is irrefutable, as far as I am 
concerned, and the realistic fact is that no 
church has a right to call itself Christian 
as long as any other Christian is excluded 
from its fellowship. 

Please send 100 copies of this article. ... 

S. E. Howler. 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 


Korea Shipment Damaged 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Some of us in the Korea Mission have 
been concerned lest our friends in the 
church back home wonder why quantities 
of mail and packages have not been ac- 
knowledged. We have just received word 
that a shipment en route to Korea suffered 
a fire in Yokohama and all the mail be- 
came water-logged. This included some 
10,000 pieces of mail and some 150 pack- 
ages. Some pieces now arriving are dated 
as late as April, but the ship reached 
Pusan in July. Some of this soaked mail 
is still arriving, but with return addresses 
unidentifiable. Needless to say, the boxes 
of sample drugs and White Cross are our 
“life-line” of supply and we would thank 
each partner in this work personally if 
we could.... 

Mary BATcHEtor (Mrs. D. J.) SEEL. 
Presbyterian Medical Center 
Chonju, Chulla Puk Do, Korea. 


MODERATORS’ ITINERARIES 


Presbyterian, U. $.—William M. Elliott, Jr., 
3821 University Blvd., Dallas 5, Texas. 
(Revised from July 22) 

Sept. 4-5, Board of World Missions; report 
on trip to Far East. 

Sept. 15, p.m., Bellaire church, Houston, 
Texas. 

Sept. 22, a.m., Port Gibson, Miss., sesqui- 
centennial; p.m., Westminster church, 
Vicksburg, Miss. 

Sept. 23-24, Knoxville Presbytery, Central 
church, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Sept. 25, Central church, Kansas City, Mo. 

Sept. 29, p.m., Presbytery men’s rally, Mem- 
phis, Tenn. 

Oct. 1, Central Texas Presbyterial, Waco, 
Texas. 

Oct. 4, Dallas Presbyterial, Dallas, Texas. 

Oct. 8-9, General Council, Miami, Fla. 

Oct. 10-13, Men’s Convention, Miami. 

Oct. 23, First church anniversary, Neosho, 








Mo. 
Oct. 24, Moderators’ Dinner, Louisville, Ky., 


area. 

Oct. 26-27, South Texas Presbytery, Corpus 
Christi. 

Nov. 4-8, Columbia Seminary Ministers’ 
Week, Decatur, Ga. 

Nov. 10, Morningside church, Atlanta, Ga. 

Nov. 13, Dedication of World Missions build- 
ing, Nashville, Tenn. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 


Publishers Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Vi 


Telephone 86-1371; night 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 


rginia, except alternate weeks July and August and last week December. 
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| NEWS ROUND-UP 


Northeast Airlines will offer a 50% 
discount on passenger fares to clergymen 
travelling in the U. S. effective Sept. 15. 
It is the largest line to grant reduced 
fares since permission was granted last 
year. Other lines with reduced fares: 
Central, Bonanza, and Cordova. . . . Ger- 
man Christians have formed an Action 
Committee for the World’s Hungry, urg- 
ing Germans to skip one meal a week 
and contribute the money for charitable 
projects. . . . Nashville, Tenn., pastors 
gave strong support, on a recent Sunday, 
to the racially integrated public school 
program starting there this fall... . New 
Orleans’ Roman Catholic archdiocese has 
ruled that racial integration will not 
be put into effect in the city’s parochial 
schools this fall. Opposition forces there 
recently sent a letter of protest to the 
Pope, but no response to this has been 








Cleveland, Ohio, has sworn out warrants 
against two of the biggest Sunday opera- 
tors in that city (Three Bears and Giant 
Tiger stores). Store owners operating cn 
Sunday have organized as Free Enter- 
prise, Inc., and as a protest against being 
singled out for prosecution they brought 
complaints against more than 50 other 
firms, demanding prosecuting of indus- 
tries, hotels, bus lines, etc. . . . Roman 
Catholics in Oregon, Idaho and Montana 
have been forbidden by their Archbishop 
to work, conduct business or go shopping 
on Sundays. ... / A number of Old Order 
Amish families, seeking to emigrate to 
Prince Edward Island province, Canada, 
were stranded in Calais, Maine, because 
they refused to have their photographs 
taken for identification cards required by 
the Canadian government. They inter- 
pret their religion as prohibiting photo- 
graphs as “graven images.” They have 
taken temporary quarters with Maine 
families. . . . Franklin Clark Fry, presi- 
dent of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, was unanimously elected presi- 
dent of the Lutheran World Federation 
at its recent assembly in Minneapolis. 
He is also chairman of the Central Com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches. 
. .. Roman Catholics in the Midwest are 
more willing to accept change and prog- 
ress in the church than are those of other 
areas of the country, according to Paul 
Marx, a Benedictine monk. One reason, 
he said, is that the church in the Midwest 
was built largely by German immigrants, 


Massanetta Springs 





Revival Seen Impossible 
In Segregated Church 


MASSANETTA SPRINGS, VA. (RNS)—A 
religious revival is “impossible in a seg- 
regated church,” Alan Walker, Austra- 
lian Methodist evangelist, told the annual 
Bible conference here. 

“It was after the Apostle Peter threw 
racial bigotry out of his mind that the 
Bible says the Holy Spirit came upon him 
in great power,” he said. 

The evangelist, who conducted a year- 
long Mission to America sponsored by 
the Methodist Church, addressed the con- 
ference here a few days before leaving 
for Europe to conduct missions in Scan- 
dinavia, Germany, Switzerland, England 
and Ireland. 

He told the churchmen that “the over- 
throw of racial prejudice and injustice is 
of crucial importance to the Christian 
church.” 

“The very world mission of the church 
is at stake,” he said. “Every story of 
racial injustice which flows out from so- 
called Christian nations like America 
and Australia hinders the spread of the 
gospel. Worst of all is the perpetuation 
of segregated practices within the church 
itself. Fortunately, the Christian faith 
itself stands absolutely for racial equal- 
ity.” 

Dr. Walker added that the time has 
come when the relationship between white 
and colored peoples has to be re-fash- 
ioned quickly. Until now, he said, rela- 
tionships have been conducted on the 
basis of an assumed superiority and in- 
feriority. 

“Now urgently,” he said, “racial equal- 
ity must express itself in mental attitudes, 
customs and law.” 

The evangelist listed four main racial 
“irritants” in the world scene: “the white 
Australia policy, segregation in America, 
South Africa’s tragic apartheid policies 
and the lingering colonialism of Britain 
and France.” 

He said white people from every part 
of the world share “a terrible guilt” for 
centuries of injustice and injury to col- 
ored people. 

“The democratic, Christian West can 
never win the great battle for the minds 
of men while the poison of racialism re- 
mains in the thought-stream of the West,” 
Dr. Walker declared. 





“perhaps the most imaginative, progres- 
sive and well-educated Catholics in 
Europe.” 


Labor Leader Calls Clergy 
To Come from “Ivory Towers” 


DRUMMONDVILLE, QUE. (RNS)—Cler- 
gymen in Quebec were called upon here 
by a labor leader to ‘‘come down from 
their ivory towers” and take a stand in 
the long and sometimes violent strike of 
copper miners in Murdochville. 

Roger Provost, president of the Quebec 
Federation of Labor, told a labor rally 
it was high time clergy and educators 
were heard. 

“Those who preach justice and right 
from high places have said nothing so 
far about the Murdochville dispute,” he 
said. “Let them come down from their 
ivory towers into the streets with us. This 
is not just a battle of workers. It is a 
fight of all that is true against all that 
is false, and all that is just against all 
that is rotten.” 

The Murdochville strike involves the 
United Steelworkers of America local. A 
recent demonstration there blew up into 
a rock-throwing session between strikers 
and non-strikers at Gaspe Copper Mines 
and resulted in the wrecking of the USW 
offices. 


Roman Catholics Summoned 


New York (rNns)—Most Roman 
Catholics in the trade unions “have not 
been taught their religion fully” and 
“have never heard nor read the papal 
social encyclicals,” Msgr. John P. Mona- 
ghan, a founder of the Association of 
Catholic Trade Unionists, declared in a 
Labor Day statement issued nere. 

The monsignor, an active leader in the 
Catholic labor movement for many years, 
said the informed Catholic is “the great- 
est asset to good trade unionism.” But, 
unfortunately, he added, “to our great 
shame and ultimate scandal the social 
teachings of the church are almost a for- 
eign language in our schools.” 

The labor priest, referring to the Con- 
gressional hearings on the condition of 
unions, said only the rank and file can 
reform a bad union but “‘it must have the 
ideas and ideals to do this.” 

“Let us face it,” he said, “ ‘All power 
tends to corrupt and absolute power tends 
to corrupt absolutely.’ To control any 
power there is needed the counter bal- 
ance of another power. An alerted rank 
and file is the counter balance to the 
union leader’s tendency to become auto- 
cratic and to identify loyalty to the union 
with obedience to him.” 








British Weekly Is Given 
To Church of Scotland 


The British Weekly, considered pos- 
sibly the most influential religious pub- 
lication in the world, has been given to 
the Church of Scotland. 

Effective within a few weeks, the fa- 
mous paper will be published under the 
direction of the Committee of Publica- 
tions of the Scottish church. Shaun Her- 
ron, the present editor, is resigning in 
order to take a parish church. Announce- 
ments have not yet been made as to the 
new editorial direction. 

According to statements from head- 
quarters of the Church of Scotland, pres- 
ent policies of The British Weekly are 
to be continued so that the publication 
will have editorial independence and it 
will follow no party-line in politics. 

The British Weekly has long been 
largely dominated by Scottish influences 
—editors and contributors—and it has 
also had a special Scottish edition. 


Earlier Effort 

Since 1885 the Church of Scotland 
has discussed the possibility of publish- 
ing such a paper and in 1926 began The 
Scots Observer, which did not last long. 
Recent General Assemblies have renewed 
discussions about the need for a paper, 
but it did not seem possible that one 
could be begun, especially in view of the 
widespread popularity of The British 
Weekly. ‘There were also fears that such 
a paper could not have the kind of in- 
fluence that is essential in responsible 
journalism. A report to the 1956 As- 
sembly declared : 

“Editorial responsibility for such a pub- 
lication would become a nightmare if the 
editor was to be subject to the pressure 
and criticisms of those who think dif- 
ferently from them. A newspaper dedi- 
cated to the policy of never giving offense 
would be doomed before it began publica- 
tion.” 

This year’s Assembly recorded a lively 
discussion on the editorial policy of the 
church’s monthly magazine, Life and 
Work, when objections were raised about 
current editorial policies which were said 
to depart from “the policy of the church.” 


Freedom Is Defended 

The Assembly, however, refused to 
curtail the liberty of editorial comment 
which now prevails. Principal Thomas 
M. Taylor, of Aberdeen University, said 
there are only two alternatives—“either 
the editor should say nothing or next to 
nothing about situations as they arise, 
and that meant dullness and death for 

* 


MODERN DESIGN—The North Decatur 
church is Georgia’s first Presbyterian build- 
ing of entirely contemporary design. The 
congregation expects to begin using it in 
mid-December. (PN) 


Life and Work, or the editor should take 
a definite line, with freedom, of course, 
for those who disagreed to express their 
dissent in the pages of Life and Work. 

“This is the only policy consistent with 
free discussion within the church and 
consistent with the position of any editor 
who is worth his salt.” 


Roman Catholic Leaders 
Are Seen to Be Lacking 


New York (RNS)—Roman Catholics 
have failed to provide their proportional 
share of leaders in the national life of 
the country, Msgr. John Tracy Ellis, 
professor of Church History at the Cath- 
olic University of America, Washington, 
D.C., charged here. 

He said they also have failed “to win 
those influential posts wherein the mind 
of a nation is so often molded in a long 
range manner through scholarship.” 

Msgr. Ellis was the keynote speaker 
at the 14th National Congress of the 
National Federation of Catholic College 
Students. Nearly 600 delegates repre- 
senting some 260,000 students in 190 col- 
leges attended the congress. 

“From a handful of colleges and col- 
lege students, we have grown consider- 
ably,” the educator said. ‘Yet despite 
outward growth and material advance- 
ment, we can only claim a meager impact 
on national life in the United States.” 

He said “a great fault’ of the Catholic 
school system has been a “certain failure 
to stimulate Catholic youth to think for 
themselves.” 


*K OK 


IT is the task of each generation to re- 

new and reform the church in line with 
the leading of the Holy Spirit—R. S. 
LOUDEN. 








CENTRE’S PRESIDENT—Thomas A. 
Spragens, now president of Stephens 
College (Mo.) will assume his duties 
as president of Centre College in 


November. The Kentucky college 
is supported by both U. S. and USA 
Presbyterians. 


Georgia Church Has 
° ° 
Functional Design 

“A Contemporary Church—Inviting a 
Contemporary World—to the Contem- 
porary Christ” is the slogan of the newly 
organized North Decatur (Ga.) Presby- 
terian Church where William E. Newton 
is minister. 

The functionally-designed educational 
unit will provide 12,000 square feet of 
floor space for only $140,000. It will be 
completely equipped for air conditioning 
and heating at that price. The concave 
roof will use a plastic “liquid envelope” 
roofing of colored, spray-on material that 
is guaranteed for 10 vears and can be 
patched with the addition of more spray. 
Other new and revolutionary materials 
will enable the Decatur congregation to 
get an unusual amount of space and spe- 
cial equipment for the money. 

Architects for the church are Barker 
and Cunningham of Atlanta. 
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND CORRESPONDENCE 


They Liked “Kirk Week’ 


HE “TELL SCOTLAND” Move- 

ment, to which numerous references 
have been made in this column, represents 
a number of spontaneous and originally 
independent outgoings of the churches 
in new forms of witness. Within this 
movement they have coalesced and been 
co-ordinated, demonstrating thereby the 
ecumenical reality of the church far more 
effectively than any talk and discussion 
on church unity has done. 

Three basic principles of ‘“Tell Scot- 
land” have kept the movement in balance, 
preserving it from being run away with 
by any single incidental feature of its 
strategy, such as the Billy Graham Cru- 
sade, and saving it from being killed by 
the chill hand of central organization. 
These. briefly stated are (1) Mission is 
not an extra or “occasional” activity of 
the church, but its very essence. (2) 
The church itself is the agent of effective 
mission. When it is a true church, it 
alone can exhibit the quality of life that 
the world can find nowhere else. Mis- 
sion begins and ends in the church. (3) 
The place of the layman is decisive. He 
has to recognize his calling and be trained 
to witness to his faith where he lives and 
works—not just in the church building. 
Congregational Level 

So far. in the five vears since “Tell 
Scotland” came into being, the layman 
has been rediscovering what is involved 
in the third principle at the level of his 
own congregation. The time had ob- 
viously come for providing a larger meet- 
ing-point, and the German “Kirchentag”’ 
suggested the idea of Kirk Week. This 
was organized to be held in Aberdeen 
during the second week of August. Since 
its constituency was specifically non-min- 
isterial, your correspondent is indebted 
to “a layman’—his wife!—for the fol- 
lowing report. 

It is not uncommon for Christian people 
to find inspiration from residential sum- 
mer conferences on bcth sides of the At- 
lantic. But among the majority of those 
present it was agreed that Kirk Week was 
“different” in a way not easy to define. 

That such a meeting, of nearly 1200 
people should have happened at all is 
“something of a miracle.” For many it 
meant using half the annual holiday for 
the purpose and the ordinary church 
member had many doubts. For this was 
not a conference for specialists, as is 
usually the case, but for all kinds of 
people: manual workers, university grad- 





MR. CAMERON, our Church of Scotland cor- 
respondent, is minister of St. John’s church, 
Dundee. 
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By GEORGE G. CAMERON 


uates, those involved in every side of 
industry and agriculture, students and 
office clerks, old and young, men and 
women. Indeed, they could be said to 
have but one thing in common; they were 
all lay members of the church. Some 
were devoted church workers and office- 
bearers, a number represented Youth Fel- 
lowships, but not nearly all were active 
in their own congregations and many 
freely admitted coming full of mental 
reservations. 


At the Heart 


At the heart of the conference were the 
seventy small “discussion groups, of 
about a dozen people, carefully assorted 
to be as dissimilar as possible.” As one 
American put it: 

“To me, the exciting thing about Kirk 
Week was that we were not only listening 
to speakers and hearing new ideas, (im- 
portant and thrilling as this is) but that 
we were actually experiencing in these 
small groups something of the true nature 
of the church—a fellowship in which 
everyone was important and had some- 
thing to give, a fellowship which encour- 
aged us to let down our barriers and to 
face ourselves and others as real people, 
and a fellowship which meant more than 
‘fellow feeling’ being rooted in a common 
experience of worship and Bible study in 
which we were encouraged to active par- 
ticipation rather than passive listening.” 

This experience of “fellowship,” which 
is common enough at the close of religious 
conferences, gained a new significance 
at Kirk Week, for it came to the mem- 
bers of these groups as a living experience 
of “The Church” in action. As one lead- 
er described it, “We became the church 
that met in Classroom 3.” And that 
is something quite different from the sense 
of familiar friendliness not involving 
mutual commitment, which in too many 
cases is all members have found in “the 
church” in their own congregation. 

The morning program consisted of 
Bible study—a general exposition fol- 
lowed by discussion in groups. Many 
people questioned beforehand the wisdom 
of choosing Old Testament subjects for 
four out of five Bible expositions, and 
from Exodus and Daniel at that! They 
found themselves literally amazed to real- 
ize the Exodus story “come alive’? and 
to find it bearing a message for contem- 
porary Christian witness. At the end of 
the last of these lectures, the entire au- 
dience, following the lead of a delegate 
in the gallery, rose spontaneouslv to sing 
the Doxology—surely a clear indication 
both of the height and unanimity of feel- 
ing. 

Most of the evening addresses were as 


down-to-earth as could be imagined. 

The Future of Scotland was dealt with 
in the light of industrial and atomic de- 
velopment leading to an era unrivalled in 
material prosperity, and posing a terrific 
problem in the use or abuse of the tre- 
mendous power unleashed. Is there a 
Christian answer? Is anyone, or any 
group, even beginning to do constructive 
thinking in this matter of decisive im- 
portance to us all? 

Britain in the World gave us a mirror 
held up by an Indian and a Dutchman, 
making us painfully aware how others 
sometimes see us. What is our Christian 
obligation in relating our own standard 
of living to the shockingly lower stand- 
ards of Asian and African countries, es- 
pecially those linked with us in the Com- 
monwealth? What is our Christian 
obligation to recover, however painfully, 
to greater unity among the historic 
churches of the Reformation lest we nul- 
lify the great mission begun by western 
churches among Asians and Africans be- 
cause our continuing divisions speak to 
them so loudly that they cannot hear the 
voice of Christ. What is our Christian 
obligation in the growing movement for 
the integration of Europe? (It must be 
remembered that in these islands it is 
common to equate the Continent with 
Europe and to refer to its inhabitants as 
“they” not ‘“‘we’’!) 


Vocational Groups 


In some ways the special ‘‘vocational” 
groups on Industry, Agriculture and Ed- 
ucation were as unusual as anything that 
happened during Kirk Week. They were 
in each instance restricted to those work- 
ing in these fields. This meant that 
people who are responsible for practical 
decisions are the same people who are 
shouldering responsibility for finding the 
Christian word in such decisions. Once 
again it was said: “Something of a 
miracle has happened.” For instance, 
trade unionists and men in management 
were able to speak very frankly to one 
another without any sense of hurt, and 
openly to criticize themselves without any 
feeling of disloyalty to their own side of 
industry. 


Educationalists were driven with a new 
sense of urgency to consider the problem 
of making religious instruction in schools 
(as well as in Sunday schools in which 
many of them were also engaged) not 
only more effective but more “real” so 
that children may be given, before they 
leave school, “‘clearer indications in deep- 
er things” as well as material knowledge. 

Farmers and other workers from rural 








areas set themselves to see more clearly 
the great changes which have taken place 
in the countryside and in country life 
during the last generation, and to ask 
whether the church is abreast of this new 
life, her members taking cognizance of 
the new ways, perhaps as Christians 
querying some of them in the name of 
Christ, or taking part in influencing some 
of the changes in accordance with God’s 
will. 


The Communion 

On Sunday a great communion service 
was attended by well over 1,000, although 
for many it meant a long walk at an hour 
before buses were running. It was held 
in a historic old building laid out in the 
ancient Scottish Reformed fashion with 
the pulpit in the centre, or halfway down 
the church, just across from the com- 
munion table with the congregation sit- 
ting around on three sides. To me, the 
most moving feature of an altogether im- 
pressive and memorable service was 
receiving the bread and wine from the 
hands of elders from Ghana and the 
Church of South India, serving beside 
others from Nigeria, Formosa, and North 
India, as well as from several Continental 
countries and various parts of Scotland. 
Here was not only “The Church in Class- 
room 3” but the “holy catholic church 
throughout the world” together praising 
God. 

At a great open-air rally in the after- 
noon (carried through in drenching rain) 
Tom Allan summed up, answering the 
question, “What has Kirk Week done?” 

1. We have seen the “inescapable re- 
sponsibility of every Christian to be a 
witness. We are representatives and am- 
bassadors of Christ’s kingdom, not wit- 
nessing to ourselves, to our gifts or to the 
lack of them, but to Christ. Tell Scot- 
land—what? ‘Jesus is Lord!’” 2. We 
have been compelled to ask in a new way 
how this responsibility is to be dis- 
charged, and we are beginning to see 
the answer in identification with our 
brothers in every part of their need, 
whether of body or spirit, because we are 
involved with Christ in the burdens of 
the world. 3. We have been reminded 
of the resources at our disposal: ‘Go 
and make disciples and lo, I am 
with you.” 


No Returnees 

Often at the end of a conference there 
is a nostalgic sense of regret that the 
“wonderful experience’ must now be 
spoken of in the past tense. But there 
seemed to be a remarkable agreement that 
this was not so of Kirk Week. There 
must be another Kirk Week, “but none 
of us must be there!” We must go and 
find others to receive the experience we 
have shared. Somehow the sense of won- 
der, so lacking in even the religious life 
of the twentieth century, had been reborn 
in Aberdeen in August, 1957. God’s pres- 


6 


ence was very clearly felt by many un- 
accustomed to that experience and his 
power was plain. 

“We go away,” said the headmistress 
of a large girls’ school, “with the certain 
expectation of the Spirit continuing with 
us. There is no fear about it... . We 


know we shall be different people, and 
along with the certainty of continuity is 
a source of power, for the Word of God 
has been opened up (to us) as never 
before. We not only read the Bible, but 
the Bible reads us and searches our 
hearts.” 





Letters to the Editors 





Dr. Foreman Says Fact Must Be Recognized 





Integration 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I think Kenneth J. Foreman was “talk- 
ing out of both sides of his mouth” in his 
(July 22) article on “Do you believe in 
the integration of races?” In his second 
paragraph he cites the millions of black- 
and-white persons as a realistic illustra- 
tion of the fact that integration has taken 
place. Then in the seventh paragraph he 
says that integration does not mean inter- 
marriage. Such delusion! He was right 
on the first score, but, apparently tried 
to appease an opposite viewpoint on the 
second. 

Either integration means intermarriage 
and our social attitudes are wrong, or, in- 
tegration does not mean intermarriage 
and the millions of black-and-white per- 
sons are weird creatures proving anything 
but integration. 


Hollis, N. Y. 


NOTE—Dr. 
lows: 

To make myself clear: The existence 
of mixed-race persons is a fact to which 
I call attention. Such mixtures may be 
good, bad, or some may be good and others 
bad. All I mean to say in par. 2 is that 
this kind of integration is a fait accompli, 
and it does seem odd to me to ask a man: 
Do you favor the existence of mulattoes? 
In par. 7 and following, I say, and I mean, 
that it is possible to believe in some forms 
of integration (and I go on to specify 
some) while not believing that intermar- 
riage is a good thing. I am sorry if this 
sounds like talking out of both sides of 
my mouth. But to my mind, recognizing 
the existence of mulattoes as a real fact 
is not inconsistent with disapproving 
inter-racial marriages. My sentence reads: 
“A Christian can believe in many good 
forms of integration without believing 
that intermarriage is one of these.” This 
is my personal position. Mr. Gibbs would 
prefer the sentence to read: “A Christian 
eannot believe in integration at all with- 
out believing in intermarriage.” I regard 
that (impliedly) proposed sentence as bad 
logic and contrary to fact, since as a 
matter of fact some Christians can and 
do disassociate integration and intermar- 
riage. 


WALLACE W. GIBBS. 


Foreman replies as fol- 


Increasing Division Noted 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

It is discouraging to note the growing 
spirit of division between laymen and 
ministers which seems to be overtaking 
our church throughout the Assembly. 
Without placing blame on either group, 
(for neither group intentionally seeks this 
division) it seems that there are some 
things which could be done to help im- 
prove this condition. 

Laymen must realize that ministers are 
well-educated men, that they are sincerely 
and whole-heartedly trying to lead us ac- 
cording to God’s will, and are expressing 
themselves as the Holy Spirit guides them. 
Let us be patient and tolerant in consid- 


ering the ideas they bring to us. 

Our ministers have shown a growing 
disregard for the thoughts and ideas of 
laymen. Many laymen are also well edu- 
cated. In the past few years three big 
issues have been passed down, favorably, 
from the Assembly to the presbyteries, 
only to be rejected. (Union with the 
USA Church; Divorce and Remarriage; 
and the ordination of women as elders 
and deacons.) It seems that the Assembly 
does not represent the will of the majority 
of our members. This is easily under- 
stood, since the Assembly is controlled 
by ministers. 

Laymen should take a more active part 
in church polity. If teaching and ruling 
elders are to govern our church on an 
equal basis, as intended (Calvinism) then 
half of our Moderators, (Assembly, synod, 
presbytery) as well as committee chair- 
men should be ruling elders. They may 
not be as able or capable as ministers, but 
this might ease the feeling now existent. 
Too many ministers have the same idea of 
one who said, “I put one of my most 
outspoken and active elders on an unim- 
portant committee to silence him.” 

Our ministers should call on laymen 
more. Our laymen should answer the call 
100%. 

With this unity, there is no limit to the 
progress that could be made. 

T. E. Vertcu, Elder. 
Starkville, Miss. 


Korea Corrections 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

In your issue of the 17 June, you quote 
Wallace C. Merwin, executive secretary 
of the Far East Office of the National 
Council of Churches in regard to the 
phenomenal growth of the Korean Church 
since the war with Communism. As one 
who has spent the past two years in 
Seoul, in close contact with most of the 
church leaders, both of the Presbyterian 
Assembly and of their NCC, I suggest a 
mis-statement in the last paragraph of 
Dr. Merwin’s statement. He is quoted as 
saying, “There were some 300 Presby- 
terian Churches (in Seoul) as compared 
with 100 or more in cities like Philadel- 
phia, etc.” 

The Stated Clerk of the Seoul Presby- 
tery informed me in 1955 that there are 
150 Presbyterian (300 Protestant) 
Churches in Seoul. Of the Presbyterians, 
105 churches are in the General Assembly 
with which we cooperate and in whose 
union seminary I was teaching. 

Moreover Dr. Merwin’s figure “as of 
April 1957, 1,324,000 total Protestant con- 
stituency in South Korea” was a bit sur- 
prising. I wonder where he obtained this 
estimate? An Official letter from the 
Stated Clerk of our General Assembly in 
Korea said there is an estimated total of 
800,000 Protestants, of whom 80% are in 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (established in 1912) with which 
we are associated. 

As a matter of fact, I doubt that any 
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accurate statistics are available, and any 
estimate is a “guess.” Before 1941 ac- 
curate statistics, checked often by mis- 
sionaries, gave (Federal Council Prayer 
Calendar Protestants a total of approxi- 
mately 250,000 communicants, Catholics 
up to that time claimed an equal number. 

Speaking of “facts,” our Survey a few 
months ago stated that the Korean pastor 
and wife sent to take charge of a church 
in Thailand were ‘the first missionaries 
sent by the Korean Church to any land.” 
(Incidentally, this couple and the arrange- 
ment therefore went out as a result of 
the Bangkok Conference (made in USA). 
HOW inaccurate can one get? 

With its first meeting of the General 
Assembly of the “Jesus Church, Presby- 
terian,” arrangements were begun to send 
missionaries to Shang Tung Province in 
N. E. China (after ascertaining that no 
mission was working there), and during 
the next 33 years (according to Rev. Bi 
Tai Yung who finished 33rd year in 1955 
(return of his family celebrated by As- 
sembly); a total of nine ordained men, 
their wives, two doctors (at own expense) 
and a single worker were sent and ONE 
COUPLE, including an ordained preacher, 
are still there! Mr. Ei told me the church 
had not stopped sending funds even now 
(1956) but were getting some funds in 
clandescently. 

In no other land have the denomina- 
tions, until very recently, worked in 
greater harmony (four Presbyterian 
bodies working in one seminary, college, 
and medical school). The average non- 
Christian knew only of “Christian” and 
“non-Christian.” Even anti-Catholic note 
was struck for the first time in the recent 
political campaign (Aug. 1956) when a 
Roman Catholic was elected Vice-Presi- 
dent; a Methodist, President: Rhee, as 
President. 

Until the Korean Churches took control 
of publications, both Methodist and Pres- 
byterian used the same Sunday school 
literature and church paper, and coop- 
erated in every way possible. We believe 
in “ecumenicity” of the Spirit, not of or- 
ganizational control. J. C. Crane. 


Gulfport, Miss. 


P. S. Last year John Baillie’s A Diary 
of Private Prayer was edited and pub- 
lished in Korean and distributed free to 
all of the 3000 ministers on the roll of the 
NCC through the respective organizations. 


Bible Mastery Campaign 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The twenty-eighth annual Bible Mastery 
Campaign will be held this October, 1957. 
The books chosen for the reading this year 
will be the Epistles of John. The plan of 
the Bible Mastery Campaign is to choose 
a portion of scripture each year and urge 
people throughout the world to read that 
portion daily during the month of Oc- 
tober. Pastors are encouraged to preach 
from that scripture during the month, and 
Bible teachers are asked to use the same 
scripture in their Bible classes. By the 
daily reading of the same scripture, its 
truths grip the heart and affect the life. 

This year the Epistles of John have been 
chosen and the suggestion is that the First 
Epistle be read daily, and the Second 
and Third Epistles be read at least once 
each week. We let the scripture itself 
be its own interpreter, so the plan is ac- 
cepted by people in all denominations and 
every one of the United States and in 


countries around the world. God speaks 
to men and women and young people 
through his Word. Let him speak to you. 
Three pieces of literature are available. 
A copy of each of these may be had free 
simply by requesting it and enclosing a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope. Quan- 
tities may be ordered as follows: Descrip- 


tive leaflet, $1.00 per 100, Committal Card, 
50¢ per hundred, and the Bible Book 
Mark, 50¢ per hundred. Postage will be 
paid when the money accompanies the 
order. Send all communications to: 
Luoyp Rott, Director. 
1104 17th Avenue N. 
Seattle 2, Washington. 








More Letters . . . page 2 


will be 1961’s graduates. 


IN 1850 
11,900 STUDENTS 


IN 1900 
238,000 STUDENTS 


IN 1955 
2,500,000 STUDENTS 


In 1957 
3,000,000 STUDENTS 


COLLEGE GRADUATES of 1961 


Bigger and bigger grows this floodtide of students entering the 
colleges and universities of the United States. The freshmen of 1957 

















tent of our college education. 


Senior Colleges 


Hampden-Sydney 


BOX 1176 








What happens to this country depends upon the quality and con- 


It is the obligation of all Presbyterians to keep their colleges qual- 
ity institutions—quality students, quality faculty, quality program, 
quality facilities—with adequate financing. 
determine the content and the direction of higher education. 


Agnes Scott King 
Arkansas Mary Baldwin 
Austin Montreat 
Belhaven Presbyterian 
Centre Queens 
Davidson Southwestern 
Davis and Elkins Stillman 
Flora Macdonald Westminster 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF THE SOUTH 
HUNTER B. BLAKELY, SECRETARY 


RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 














Such colleges can help 


Junior Colleges 


Lees Junior 
Lees-McRae 
Mitchell 

Peace 

Presbyterian Junior 
Schreiner Institute 
School of the Ozarks 
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EDITORIAL 


Scottish British Weekly 


Our report of the acceptance of The 
British Weekly by the Church of Scotland 
appears on page 4. Developments at- 
tending this new venture wil be watched 
with keen interest. 

Most of all will we watch to see if the 
paper can be maintained in genuine in- 
dependence and freedom of expression. 
Church of Scotland leaders themselves 
have been the most skeptical of this pos- 
sibility in recent years, as reflected in 
General Assembly discussions. To lose 
the independent voice of the BW would 
be a disaster, as many Scots will agree 
and as, no doubt, many of them will be 
alert to prevent. 














In most cases it seems to be inevitable 
that official publications cannot do more 
than follow the church’s approved pro- 
gram and not even that if there are con- 
troversial elements in that program. They 
may be more likely to deal with public 
or social matters than with their own 
church’s procedures, organization or per- 
sonnel. Toward the latter they usually 
maintain a discreet if somewhat em- 
barrassed silence. How The _ British 
Weekly will meet this test will be its real 


challenge. 


Which Ten Commandments? 


New York State Education Commis- 
sioner James E. Allen has come in for 
severe criticism recently which, it seems 
to us, is not wholly deserved. He is being 
widely publicized as responsible for ban- 
ning from a Long Island public school 
district a posted list of the Ten Com- 
mandments. 

It seems to be true that he did rule that 
the list could not be displayed but he 
did so only after it was found to be im- 
possible for interested groups to agree on 
a version of the Commandments which 
would suit them. 

The average Protestant is surprised to 


hear that there are different versions since 
he knows about only one and often none 
too much about that. If he knows the 
listing in Exodus 20 he is less likely to 
know about that of Deuteronomy 5 where 
there are minor differences. However, 
when it comes to listing the Command- 
ments in ways that are traditional to 
Protestants, Roman Catholics and Jews, 
you face many complications. 

Commissioner Allen took decisive ac- 
tion, but you can hardly blame him when 
you realize that his problem was created 
by the differences that exist between 
major religious groups. 


Common Investing Fund 


United Lutherans now have more than 
three years’ experience in their “Common 
Investing Fund.” Its per-share value 
has risen from $10 to $12.57. Dividends 
paid last year were $0.462 per share. 

Under authority of the United Lu- 
theran Church, participants in the fund 
include all boards and agencies, in addi- 
tion to colleges and other institutions, 
congregations and trustees of ULCA 
funds that want to participate. 

Constant supervision by capable in- 
vestment counsel makes available to many 
of these groups a service which they could 
not possibly secure for themselves. 


Men and Scouting 


Men in the churches of the American 
Baptist Convention were called recently 
by their National Council to give greater 
support to youth activities through the 
Boy Scout movement. 

Laymen are being urged to become 
leaders in more Scout work in coopera- 
tion with their denominational board of 
education and publication. Special em- 
phasis will be given to this effort through- 
out the coming year. In fact, one of the 
main studies in their national meeting 
dealt with the way in which they can 
make vital their relationships between 
their churches and community needs. 

It is a good project. 





Graham Asks Congress 
To Call to Repentance 

New York (rRNS)—Evangelist Billy 
Graham proposed here that before Con- 
gress adjourns it pass a unanimous reso- 
lution calling upon the American people 
“to repent of sin and turn to God.” 

He made the proposal to some 16,000 
persons in Madison Square Garden at- 
tending a rally of his New York crusade. 

Mr. Graham also urged that President 
Eisenhower go on television and radio 
and call for a new surge of mental and 
moral strength. The President, he said, 
should warn of the dangers of moral 
decadence. 





GUEST EDITORS 





Right-to-Know Laws 


Five states have been added so far this 
year to the roster of those providing 
“right-to-know” guarantees to the people 
insuring open meetings of government 
bodies and public inspection of public 
records. 

The governor of Connecticut has just 
signed two laws providing that all meet- 
ings of state boards, commissions, agen- 
cies, bureaus and other government bodies 
shall be open to the press and public and 
directing that all public records, not in- 
volving security or a person’s reputation, 
shall be open to inspection by press and 
public. 


Connecticut thus becomes the 27th state 
having one or both of these provisions. 
There are 27 states, to date, guarantee- 
ing the right of inspection of public 
records, and 13 states with the ‘‘open 
meeting” laws. They are not identical 
laws and some of them have specific qual- 
ifications, but the net result has been a 
gain for the people of those states. 

In almost every instance these meas- 
ures have been introduced in the state 
legislatures, approved and signed by the 
governors mainly because of the intense 
interest and support shown by newspaper 
editors’ groups. In some other states 
editors have been rebuffed this year in 
similar moves, but they should not be 
discouraged. 

The fight against secrecy in local and 
state government is a never-ending one 
and the people in all states are entitled 
to these guarantees. Sooner or later they 
shall have them. As Governor Ribicoff 
of Connecticut said on signing the two 
bills: ‘Free government cannot exist 
without a free press having access to the 
news. The public’s business is every- 
one’s business.”——-Editor and Publisher. 


What is good for the state, in this in- 
stance, is good for the church and its agen- 
cies.—Editors. 


“The Immaculate Conception” 


“It is surprising how this phrase has 
caught the non-Catholic imagination, but 
more surprising how for the non-Catho- 
lic who uses it, it has no trace of its 
true meaning. Ninety-nine time out of 
a hundred it is used as if it meant the 
virgin birth of Christ. 

“But it refers not to Christ’s concep- 
ion in Our Lady’s womb, but to her con- 
ception in the womb of her own mother. 
. . - What this means quite simply is 
that she whom God chose to be his 
mother never existed for an instant with- 
out sanctifying grace in her soul.—F. J. 
SHEED in the Catholic Virginian. 

NOTE—This comment is printed here, 
not that Protestants would find the dogma 


acceptable, but for a clear statement of what 
the Roman church claims.—Eds. 
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MORE ABOUT THE MINISTER’S DILEMMA 


The Council Is on the Side of the Angels 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


R. JAMES PATTON, genial execu- 

tive secretary of the General Coun- 
cil of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., is, 
by virtue of his office, the chief dreamer- 
up of the official church calendar. As an 
article some weeks ago in these columns 
indicated, our calendar has no similarity 
to the traditional church year except for 
Easter, Pentecost and Christmas, but is 
mostly a series of days for remembering 
the various causes and activities of our 
denomination. 

The point was made in that article that 
the ordinary minister is placed in a 
dilemma: either he preaches on the pro- 
gram of the church as that comes up week 
by week, or else he preaches prophetically 
as the Spirit moves him. But that point 
was wrongly made, under a false impres- 
sion. 

The secretary of the Council comes to 
the rescue with a letter, the meat of which, 
for this problem, is in the following para- 
graphs: 

“... Let me say that there has been one 
article recently with which I would take 
mild exception; that is your article on 
April 29 entitled ‘‘Minister’s Dilemma.” 
Even here I would not even mention this 
if you were not teaching young preachers. 
What I am trying to say is that you have 
one idea of the calendar and the General 
Council, which prepares the calendar, has 
an entirely different idea. Certainly no 
one on the Council expects a preacher to 
preach a sermon on every special day. 

“On the enclosed calendar I have check- 
ed the days that in my opinion would call 
for a special sermon. There are seven of 
these. One is Easter Sunday, another is 
Worldwide Communion Sunday. Of course, 
every preacher would do this anyway. An- 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 











HELP WANTED 





RETIRED MINISTER OR TEACHER wish- 

ing to supplement income with dignified 
part-time sales work for cemetery with 
$300.00 monthly potential in pleasant 
prosperous Texas Gulf Coast town. Ever- 
green Memerial Park Corp., Box 466, 
Wharton, Texas. 





WANTED—Experienced Director of Chris- 

tian Education for medium sized New 
Orleans Church. Opportunity to build pro- 
gram and develop work in mid-city situa- 
ation. Reply to Box F-10, c/o Presbyterian 
Outlook. 





DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

wanted for Richmond, Va. Presbyterian 
church in growing community. Reply stat- 
ing qualifications and availability to Box 
F-8, c/o Presbyterian Outlook. 





WANTED—DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION in downtown church. Apply 
Second Presbyterian Church, 13 N. 5th St., 
Richmond, Va. 





TEACHER WANTED for Christian school. 
Wire or call W. E. Hill, Jr., Hopewell, 
Virginia. 
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other is Mother’s Day and the Council has 
tried to relieve the pressure of this day 
by giving it a family emphasis. Another 
is Every Member Canvass Day, which cer- 
tainly every preacher would use, which 
leaves three Sundays, as marked, for pro- 
gram preaching. I would simply disagree 
with you in your ‘either-or’ and make it 
‘both-and.’ For instance, Stillman Col- 
lege Sunday we expect to be observed by 
a notice in the bulletin or perhaps two 
minutes explaining the fact that we have 
such an institution and that would be true 
of most of the other special days. 

“I certainly could not bring myself to the 
position of taking a recommendation to 
the General Assembly which would expect 
preachers to actually preach on everything 
in the calendar. I think that is your posi- 
tion so even there we do not disagree... .” 


HIS writer wishes to acknowledge 

with relief that he was in error about 
that dilemma. The list of “Must’s’”— 
i.e., for preaching, as Dr. Patton sees it— 
besides the four mentioned in his letter, 
are: Presentation of General Assembly 
Emphasis for the Year; World Missions; 
and Church Extension. I agree that this 
is a kind of irreducible minimum. The 
minister who would be unwilling to 
preach once a year, at least, on those seven 
themes, would be doing his congrega- 


tion an injustice. In a conversation with 
Dr. Patton we agreed also that among 
the other many and varied causes in the 
total program, a minister may and should 
preach on some of them every year, but 
by no means every year on each! 

Presbyterian ministers, by and large, 
are individualists of the first rank, so 
nobody, not even their own presbyteries, 
can really tell them what and what not 
to preach about. But it should be clear 
that the church, through its General 
Council, is not trying to pressure min- 
isters into being program-pushers instead 
of prophets. 


Rice-Throwing Banned 
Following Weddings 


BurFaLo, N.Y. (RNS)—A ban on the 
practice of throwing rice at weddings pro- 
claimed by St. Louis Roman Catholic 
church drew general approval from 
clergymen here. 

The church said in its bulletin that 
the tossing of rice was a ‘‘pagan custom”’ 
and, besides, it creates “tan awful mess 
for the janitors.” 

Actually, pelting the bride and groom 
with rice is taboo at most Buffalo 
churches. Protestant clergymen said their 
churches discourage the practice. 

The St. Louis church bulletin said “we 
have discouraged the practice in the past. 
Now it is forbidden.” 
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New Book 
CHRISTIAN MATURITY 


The theme of this new devotional book is what 
Dr. Jones regards as the most pressing need of our 
age—maturity. He emphasizes that true maturity — 
the kind we so urgently need—can be attained only 

through Christianity; in Christ we find not only 

| | the goal, but the power to move on to that goal. 
The book consists of 364 page-a-day devotions, 
each with a scripture reference, meditation, prayer, 
(1 and affirmation. The Epistle of 1 John is the frame 
of reference for the devotions, which cover a wide 
| range of subject matter but always remain close to 
’ n the problems of those who would achieve Christian 


Suitable for daily use, unit study, or reading. 
Convenient pocket-size. $1.50 


AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


ABINGDON PRESS 


Publisher of THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 














Ministonina to the Nini 


The minister has no minister. His vocation binds him to comfort 
the comfortless, yet he has no earthly comforter. He ministers but 
is not ministered unto. “To find a balm for others’ woe” is the pas- 
tor’s work below; though for the preacher’s hour of stress, the balm 
supply is low. 

Ministering to ministers’ needs has been the Fund’s reason for 
existence. From the beginning it aimed to use its “SURPLUSAGE” 
for orphans and widows of clergymen. For 240 years the Fund’s 
success in its ministry to ministers is evidenced by the steady growth 


of the Fund Family. 
JOIN THE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 
WRITE TO 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 
Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
ALEXANDER Mackie, President 


1717 — Two Hundred Forty Years — 1957 











MINISTERS—ATTENTION! 


MEMORIAL FUND GIFTS 


... Instead of Flowers! 


Your church’s members, in keeping with a trend that’s growing all 
over America, would prefer to express their sorrow at the passing of 
relatives or friends with gifts to your Endowment Fund or other 
projects, in lieu of sending flowers. 


Drexler “In Memoriam” Fold- Drexler “In Memoriam” Fold- 
ers ... in perfect taste, beauti- ers will be imprinted with your 
fully designed and embossed in church name, beneficiary fund 
gold and blue . . . are the ideal or project, and messages of your 
way for them to notify the be- selection. A trial order of 100 
reaved of the gift. Yet they are will prove their value... to your 
very inexpensive. communicants, to your church. 


Write for Samples and Prices 


DREXLER PRINT SHOP, INC. 


36 St. Paul Street Rochester 4, N. Y. 





Social Security Coverage 
Extended for Ministers 


WasuincTon, D.C. (RNs)—A bill to 
extend for two years the period in which 
ministers, missionaries and members of 
religious orders may elect social security 
coverage as self-employed persons was 
passed by the Senate. It previously was 
approved by the House. 

The measure extends the deadline for 
election of such coverage (except for 
newly-ordained ministers) from April 15, 
1957 to April 15, 1959. 

It also provides that clergymen who 
erroneously thought they were covered as 
employees of non-profit institutions will 
have their coverage legalized. Such min- 
isters will have to change over and pay 
their social security tax on a “self-em- 
ployment” basis as do other clergymen. 

A 1954 amendment to the Social Se- 
curity Act permitted ministers for the 
first time to elect coverage as “‘self-em- 
ployed” persons. 

The approved bill, sent to President 
Eisenhower for signature, was sponsored 
by Rep. Burr P. Harrison (D.-Va.). By 
means of six pages of complicated amend- 
ments, it seeks to cover all instances in 
which clergymen have become enmeshed 
in the technicalities of the social security 
law. 


Extra Two Years 

The principal provision would give 
ministers another two years in which to 
decide whether they want coverage before 
the social security rolls are closed to them. 

If an election is made, the self-employ- 
ment tax will have to be paid back to 
Jan. 1, 1956. In other words, up to 
$126.00 in “self-employment tax” for the 
year 1956 (3 per cent of the first $4,200 
of income) would have to be paid, in 
addition to the self-employment tax for 
1957—which will be at the new rate of 
3-3/8 per cent of the first $4,200. 

The bill does not change the present 
provision whereby newly-ordained min- 
isters have up to two years after ordina- 
tion to decide if they desire coverage. 

Mr. Harrison’s measure was actively 
supported by the National Council of 


Churches. 
x x x 


IT IS a proverb, isn’t it, that Generals 

are always fighting the last war: getting 
all het up about principles of warfare 
that are no longer viable. I sometimes 
wonder if that long-lived General, Gen- 
eral Assembly, does not similarly suffer. 
—GeorcE F. MacLeop. 





FRESH PECAN HALVES 


Year after year for over 26 yeare— 
Organizations make money selling our 
Pound Boxes Jumbo Pecan Halves. 
Season starts Nov. 10th. We prepay ship- 
ments. You pay us when sold. Write 


SULLIVAN PECAN CO.. CRESTVIEW. FLA. 
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Attention Budget Committees: 
Here is MUCH BROADER COVERAGE 


Photos by 
H. Armstrong Roberts 


and a maximum of $7,500 per person in 
benefits for your pastor and fulltime, lay 
employees—through the NEW Presbyterian 
Major Medical Plan 








$6,740 more in Medical Expenses than in old plan 





—PLUS THIS BROADER COVERAGE 





e Physician 

e Anesthetist 

e Diagnostic X-Ray 

e Laboratory Examinations 

e Private Nursing 

e Physiotherapist, radium therapy 
e Drugs, Medicines 


e Other medical expenses incurred outside of the 
hospital 


(Previous coverage was for hospital and surgical 
expenses only—New plan does not require that 
one be hospitalized, or totally disabled ) 


New Major Medical program pays benefits equal 
to 75% of covered medical expenses in excess of 
annual deductible amount of $50. 


MATERNITY CASES: Plan provides up to $150 for hos- 
pital and obstetrical charges (In certain complicated cases 
—additional benefits are obtainable) No deductible clause. 





NO PHYSICAL EXAM REQUIRED IN JANUARY 


In January of each year, churches may apply with- 
out physical exam of minister or lay employees being 
required. 











Life Insurance Program remains the same 


BOARD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 


341-C Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 


Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


Chas. J. Currie, Executive Secretary 


SEPTEMBER 9, 1957 
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APEX Aa) BOOKS 


NOW READY ... the second 


list of Abingdon quality 
paperbound books. . . . Com- 
plete, unabridged reprints 


from original plates. Beau- 
tiful covers—popular prices. 





UNDERSTANDING THE 
CHRISTIAN FAITH 
Georgia Harkness $1 
WHAT ARE YOU 
LIVING FOR? 
John Sutherland Bonnell $1 


THE ART OF COUNSELING 
Rollo May $1.25 


SMALL SECTS IN AMERICA 
Elmer T. Clark $1.25 
THE LION AND THE LAMB 
Gerald Kennedy $1.25 


THE TEACHINGS OF JESUS 
B. Harvie Branscomb = $1.50 


i 
The New Apex Series 
j 
| 


hy 
RouLe MAY 


4 .o T Pe . | 


THE ART OF 


* eQunseUNe 





Earlier Apex Titles 
WHEN THE LAMP FLICKERS 


’ Leslie D. Weatherhead $1.25 
THE HIGHER HAPPINESS 
‘Ralph W. Sockman $1 
PRAYER 
George A. Buttrick $1.50 
A PROTESTANT MANIFESTO 
Winfred E. Garrison $1.25 
HOW CAME THE BIBLE? 
Edgar J. Goodspeed $1 
IN THE MINISTER’S 
WORKSHOP 
Halford E, Luccock $1.25 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
John Bright $1.25 


AN INTRODUCTION TO NEW 
TESTAMENT THOUGHT — 
Frederick C. Grant $1.50 


AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


ABINGDON PRESS 


publisher of THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
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CHURCH MUSIC 
James R. Sydnor, Editor 


Planning Next Year’s 
Children’s Choir Work 
BY MADELINE DEAN INGRAM 


ITH the closing of the choir season 

in the spring, it is easy for direc- 
tors to feel that here is the time for a 
“breather,” a needed relaxation from the 
thinking and planning that is necessary 
to a vital choir program. And so it is. 
But very soon an ogre in the form of 
Too-Long-a-Period-of-Relaxation rears 
its ugly head. Then, the first thing one 
knows, it is choir time again and we are 
not ready! 

Summer, with its cessation of rehear- 
sal pressures presents a wonderful op- 
portunity for the director to plan and 
prepare for the next season. ‘There is 
more time to look over new music, to 
learn new songs, to study, to read, to 
collect materials. It also provides time 
for going to conferences on church music, 
or to workshops or seminars. The re- 
freshment and encouragement and new 
ideas that are a result of a church music 
conference more than compensate for the 
financial cost. 

Planning for a local choir program 
must be centered in the total church 
program. In far too many cases this 
yearly scheduling is a haphazard affair, 
resulting in having choir directors asked 
to provide a choir or an anthem on too 
short notice. An ill-prepared choir dis- 
courages the singers and often causes 
unfair congregational criticism of the 
music program. ‘Therefore, it is neces- 
sary for the minister and choir director 
to sit down together and arrange for any 
times at which a choir is to be prepared 
to do more than its regular duties. They 
must also plan together in terms of ser- 
mon topics or at least in emphases on 
general subjects that will be touched 
upon from the pulpit. Although detailed 
planning will come later, the information 
received in these sessions together will 
enable the director of music to begin his 
selection of anthems, etc. 

Now comes the time for selecting as- 
sistants and helps for the coming pro- 
gram. 

Nearly every church is now providing 
help for the director in the form of a 
Choir Mother’s Guild. Members of this 
guild need not be literal choir mothers, 
but they must be more than casually 
interested in the music program and they 
must be willing to give time and energy 
to the functioning of this program. This 
group should be carefully chosen each 








MRS. T. J. INGRAM is on the music faculty 
of the Presbyterian, U.S., Assembly’s Train- 
ing School, minister of music for Memorial 
Methodist Church, Lynchburg, Va., and 
chairman of the department of music in 
Lynchburg College. She is widely known as 
a lecturer in the field of children’s and youth 
choirs. 


year with the help of the minister and 
the music chairman. Many a person 
who has served in no other capacity has 
become a busy church member through 
this service in the music program. If, 
as is hoped, this guild is functioning 
through a twelve-months period, mem- 
bers can help materially at all times in 
the recruiting of new members for the 
choirs. They should be alert to new- 
comers to the neighborhood and to new 
members of the church. 

In the late summer the new guild must 
meet with the director who will then give 
them a detailed resume of their oppor- 
tunities for service. They will have an 
exacting and responsible part to play in 
the registration of fall choir members 
and they must learn the mechanics of 
the system used. Vestments must be re- 
fitted, name-tags sewed in, and meeting 
rooms made ready for the season ahead. 
Advance preparation for transportation 
aids, such as available car pools must 
be made. Schedules of all choir re- 
hearsal and notices of any “extra” times 
for the vesting of any groups should be 
given out at this early meeting of the 
guild. 


Agriculture Department 
Has Church Liaison 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—Philip F. 
Aylesworth of the Federal Extension 
Service has been named by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture to serve as its liaison 
officer with rural churches. It is the first 
such appointment in the department’s 
history. 

The department said the new post was 
created in “recognition of the importance 
of the rural church as a community in- 
stitution in serving farm people.” 

Mr. Aylesworth will coordinate the 
efforts of the department’s 13 agencies 
to work more closely with churches. He 
will arrange discussions with church 
leaders, meetings dealing with agricul- 
tural problems, and programs to keep the 
churches informed of educational proj- 
ects, informational materials and _per- 
sonnel. 


Presbyterians Plan 
Traveling Missions Seminar 


New York (RNS)—A new national 
missions traveling seminar that will tour 
Presbyterian projects in California, Ari- 
zona and the Mexican border country 
from Jan. 1-9, 1958, was announced here. 

It will be sponsored by the Board of 
National Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. 

Thirty-six Presbyterians will travel by 
chartered bus to the denomination’s mis- 
sion fields in the three areas “to see the 
church in action on city and rural fron- 
tiers.” 

The group will gather in Los Angeles 
on New Year’s Eve. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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Daniel: Standing Firm in Crises 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for September 22, 1957 
Daniel 5:1,5,13-14,16b-18,22-28 


We have this week a lesson from the 
Book of Daniel, the story of two men, one 
of whom stood firm in crises, the other 
of whom was weighed in the balances 
and found wanting. It is generally agreed 
that the Book was written under the name 
of Daniel about 168 B.C. to support the 
faith of the Jews under the dreadful 
persecutions then raging under Antiochus 
Epiphanes. 


A Time of Crisis 


The final captivity of the Jewish na- 
tion was carried out in 586 B.C. under 
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. 
Among these captives were four youths, 
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed- 
nego. They were educated in the Royal 
Academy and trained for the King’s 
service as magi or wise men. Daniel 
proved his superiority to the other wise 
men of the realm and was made by 
Nebuchadnezzar governor over the prov- 
ince of Babylon and head over all the 
wise men in the king’s service. The 
other three became rulers of important 
provinces. The Babylonian empire last- 
ed through the reign of several kings 
who succeeded Nebuchadnezzar and came 
to an end in 539 B.C., when Babylon 
was conquered by Cyrus, king of Persia. 
In the first year of his reign Cyrus issued 
an edict permitting the captive Jews to 
return to Palestine to rebuild the Temple 
at Jerusalem. 

The Persian empire lasted from 538 
to 333 B.C. when its last king was con- 
quered by Alexander the Great. This 
great warrior died eleven years later, 
and after a period of confusion his ex- 
tensive empire was divided among his 
four leading generals. One of these, 
Seleucus, obtained the Babylonians and 
Syrian portions of Alexander’s empire 
and set up his capital at Antioch. An- 
other, Ptolemy, became the ruler of 
Egypt. Palestine was attached first to 
one and then to the other of these two 
kingdoms, but finally fell into the hands 
of Syria. The eighth of these Syrian 
(Seleucian) kings, Antiochus Ephi- 
phanes, (176-164 B.C.) was a tyrant 
who determined that he would destroy 
the distinctive religion and culture of 
the Jews that they might be fully as- 
similated into the rest of his kingdom 
and participate in the Greek culture 
which prevailed among all its other in- 
habitants. All practices of the Jewish 
religion were prohibited under the pain 
of death; the temple was transformed into 
a pagan shrine; books of the law were 
destroyed; and women who had their 
children circumcised were put to death. 
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Many of the Jews conformed to the edicts 
of Antiochus, but many others suffered 
martyrdom. Finally, a revolt broke out 
under the leadership of a priet named 
Matthias and his five sons (the Mac- 
cabees), and after a long and bitter 
struggle the Jewish nation recovered its 
independency. 

It is now generally agreed that the book 
of Daniel was written in the early stages 
of this crucial struggle to encourage the 
Jews to retain their faith at whatever 
cost, to encourage those who had to 
choose between idolatry and death to pre- 
fer unhesitatingly the latter. It is a 
historical romance, modern scholars af- 
firm, rather than pure history. As a mod- 
ern Jewish scholar has written: 


“The author had to write carefully lest 
he be arrested or imprisoned or even put 
to death. Therefore he used dreams and 
symbolic visions to convey his message 
about the downfall of tyrants and the 
coming of a better age of justice. He 
wrote as if he meant Babylonia and her 
king, but he really intended Antiochus 
and his Syrian kingdom. His book was 
read in secret gatherings among the per- 
secuted Israelites and from Daniel’s loy- 
alty they drew fortitude and courage.” 
(Mortimer H. Cohen in Pathways Through 
the Bible.) 


One of the stories told of the early 
Daniel was his purpose as a lad not to 
defile himself with the king’s rich food 
or with the wine which he drank (1:8 
RSV), in which purpose he was joined 
by his friends, Shadrach, Meshack and 
Abednego. As a consequence “in every 
matter of wisdom and understanding con- 
cerning which the king inquired of them 
he found them ten times better than all 
the magicians and enchanters that were 
in all his kingdoms.”’ (Daniel 1) 

Another of these stories was that of 
Daniel, Belshazzar, and the handwriting 
on the wall. But who was Belshazzar? 
According to secular history the last king 
of Babylon was Nabonidus, and he was 
still on the throne when the city was 
taken by Cyrus in 538 B.C. Critics for 
a time, therefore, thought the Bible was 
in error in giving regal honors to Bel- 
shazzar. Archaeological discoveries, 
however, have indicated that Nabonidus 
had a son named Belshazzar, who was 
the crown prince, and who did in fact 
receive the royal dignity. According to 
one inscription: 

“He (Nabonidus) entrusted a camp to 
his eldest, his first-born son; the troops 
of the land he sent with him. He freed 
his hand; he entrusted the kingship to 
him.” This inscription indicates that “in 
the early part of Nabonidus’ reign, in his 


third year, his son was invested with the 
royal dignity, which, in view of the active 


position he held throughout the subse- 
quent years, must have continued through 
his life. That is, the Bible story is correct 
as to the rank of kingship given to Bel- 
shazzar.” (Montgomery in the Interna- 
tional Critical Commentary) 


It was during the joint reign then of 
Nabonidus and Belshazzar that the king- 
dom of Babylon came to an end. The 
kingdom had been weakened internally 
by frequent conspiracies and factions 
within the city. At the same time a new 
power was rising on the eastern horizon. 
Before Nabonidus came to the throne a 
formidable insurrection had already 
broken out in the east of Babylon, which 
finally resulted in the supremacy of Per- 
sia as the dominant power of the world. 
Nabonidus was a quiet, unwarlike king 
and was totally unable to cope with this 
new power, dominated by Cyrus, one of 
the most powerful personages in the an- 
cient world. He seems to have entrusted 
the leadership of his armies largely to 
Belshazzar. Year by year, however, Cyrus 
advanced upon the city, until finally in 
the 17th year of Nabonidus’ reign Baby- 
lon fell without a struggle into the hands 
of the conqueror. Nabonidus was absent 
at the time with his armies in the field. 
Belshazzar, in command, withdrew his 
army into the temple Esaglia, a great 
fortress within the city of Babylon. Cy- 
rus’ general, Gubaru, who had led his 
troops into the city, began immediately 
the siege of the fortress. Several weeks 
went by. The fortress was still holding 
out. Then there took place the stirring 
incident of our present lesson. 


The Handwriting on the Wall, 

5:1-12 

Belshazzar, the king, we read, made a 
great feast for a thousand of his lords. 
There is nothing surprising in the num- 
ber of guests. Eastern monarchs were 
accustomed to do things on a magnificent 
scale. But it was a most inopportune 
time for a revel. The city of Babylon 
had been entered by the armies of Cyrus. 
They were now pressing savagely about 
the walls of the fortress in which Bel- 
shazzar and his lords had taken refuge. 
The defenders needed to be on their 
guard and to have their wits about them. 
To give an Oriental feast which ended 
always in a drunken debauch and stole 
away the senses of the men was foolhardy, 
to say the least. 

Driver brings out the force of vs. 2: 
“When Belshazzar began to feel the in- 
fluence of the wine’ he commanded to 
bring the gold and silver vessels which 
Nebuchadnezzar his father (used here 
loosely for predecessor) had taken out of 
the temple which was in Jerusalem. Un- 
der the circumstances this was an act of 
wanton impiety. These vessels were the 
only tangible remains of Israel’s ancient 
worship and were therefore uniquely 
sacred to the Jewish mind. As Driver 
points out, the king must have lost his 
sense of decency to commit what is to 
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the Oriental a sacrilege even with the 
holy things of another religion. Or- 
dinarily women were not allowed at such 
a feast. But in this case the king was 
present with his wives and concubines, 
i.e., not only his actual consorts but also 
the inferior class of harem women. To- 
gether as the drunken debauch proceeded 
they offered the customary libations in 
the sacred vessels of the temple and sang 
appropriate snatches of song, jocular and 
ribald, to their gods. 

But suddenly there was an interrup- 
tion—an interruption which caused the 
king's color to blanch and his legs to 
give way beneath him—the fingers of a 
man’s hand, that and nothing more, writ- 
ing on the wall opposite the lampstand. 
When, at last, the king recovered his 
voice he cried out for his enchanters, 
Chaldeans (or wise men) and sagothsay- 
ers. He appealed to them to read the 
writing and offered a great reward for 
the one who succeeded, even promising 
to make him the third man in the king- 
dom; Nabonidus first, Belshazzar, sec- 
ond, and he the third. But even with this 
incentive, the wise men could not read 
the writing nor make known to him the 
interpretation. 

This does not mean that the wise men 
could not read the inscription but only 
that they could get no meaning out of it. 
Literally, it signified, as the enchanters 
were probably able to make out, three 
weights, the first being repeated for em- 
phasis—“A mina, a mina, a shekel and 
a half-mina.” The wise men could make 
nothing at all of such an inscription. 
They had to admit that they were baf- 
fled. The king naturally was more dis- 
tressed than ever. 

Then it was that the queen, probably 
the queen mother, who had more influence 
in an Oriental court than the wife of the 
monarch and who could take many more 
liberties, perhaps even as Driver thinks 
the widow of Nebuchadnezzar himself, 
having heard of the disturbance, came 
into the banquet hall, and reminded 
Belshazzar of the uncanny skill of the 
aged Daniel, now living in retirement. 
“Let this man be called,” she said, “and 
he will show the interpretation.” The 
king acted promptly on this wise sugges- 
tion and Daniel was brought before him. 


Weighed and Found Wanting, 
5:13-31 
Daniel was meeting Belshazzar for the 
first time. The king graciously repeated 
to him the reports that had come to him 
of his skill, giving the credit it may be 
noted, to the gods of Babylon rather than 


to the God of Israel. Then he repeated 
the magnificent offer that he had made to 
the wise men—the purple robe, the chain 
of gold, the third place in the kingdom. 

Daniel proudly rejected the proffered 
honors and then proceeded with great 
courage to rebuke the powerful monarch 
in the presence of his lords for his frivol- 
ity and sacrilege. He reminded him of 
how the Most High God had raised 
Nebuchadnezzar to the acme of glory only 
to bring him down to the depths because 
of his pride. The reference here is to 
the temporary insanity of Nebuchadnez- 
zar which is described in Daniel 4:28-33. 
“And yet,” continued the preacher, “you, 
his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled 
vour heart, though you knew all this.” 
Montgomery says there is no finer ex- 
ample of the preacher’s diction in the 
Bible than this stern and inexorable con- 
demnation. In this case, unlike that of 
David and Nebuchadnezzar, neither par- 
don nor respite is offered to the light- 
minded monarch, for he had deliberately 
lifted up himself against the Lord of 
Heaven. Then followed the interpreta- 
tion of the writing. 

It will help us to understand the mys- 
tery better if we keep in mind the fact 
that in the Semitic language the vowels 
were omitted and written words could 
have more than one meaning. Mina, the 
weight, is nearly the same as the Aramaic 
word for “numbered.” To Daniel’s 
quick mind it suggested the interpreta- 
tion, “God has numbered the days of 
your kingdom and brought it to an end.” 
Tekel, the Aramaic word for shekel, is 
almost exactly the same as the word for 
weighed. It suggested the interpretation: 
“You have been weighed in the balances 
and found wanting.” Pharsin or parsin, 
the plural of peres (a half-mina) point- 
ed allusively to a double interpretation: 
“Your kingdom is divided and given to 
the Medes and Persians.” 

Despite this unfavorable interpretation, 
Belshazzar proceeded to bestow on Daniel 
the promised reward. He was honest 
enough to keep his pledged word in spite 
of Daniel’s rebuke. Daniel did not 
bother to decline the honor, for that night, 
as he predicted, Belshazzar, the Chaldean 
ruler, was slain, and Darius, the Mede, 
took over the government. 

This sudden night attack accords with 
the “Annalistic Tablet” of Cyrus, un- 
earthed in 1879. After describing the 
taking of Babylon as narrated earlier, the 
tablet describes the taking of the great 
fortress as follows: “On the 11th day 
of Marcheshvan, during the night, 
Gubaru made an assault and slew the 
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king’s son.”” Herodotus and Xenophon 
tell us how Cyrus diverted the Euphrates 
into a great basin on a night when he 
heard that there was a festival in Baby- 
lon in which all the Babylonians drank 
and reveled and then entered the city by 
the dry channel. Because of the revelry, 
the attack was completely successful. Ac- 
cording to Cyrus’ own story, the city was 
not taken in exactly the same way, but 
perhaps the later historians were a little 
confused and mixed the taking of the city 
with that of the fortress. Granting such 
confusion, there is remarkable agreement 
with the Biblical account. It is a little 
more difficult to place Darius the Mede. 
The Persian king was Cyrus. The gen- 
eral who entered the city and later took 
the fortress and became governor of the 
province was Gubaru. Perhaps Gubaru 
and Darius were one and the same indi- 
vidual, though no information that has 
come to us from the archaeologist justifies 
us in making this assumption. 


The Lesson Applied 

Two things strike us. First, the folly 
of drink. Belshazzar is a striking illus- 
tration of just how foolish men can act 
for the sake or under the influence of 
drink. With his kingdom at stake, at 
a time when a man needed the control 
of all his faculties, Balshazzar and his 
lords drank to their own ruin. At the 
beginning of the feast Belshazzar did not 
intend to commit an act of impiety. He 
sent for the vessels of the Lord when he 
had begun to come under the influence of 
the wine. Is it wise for men to drink 
today? What about aviators, or motor- 
ists, or doctors called upon to perform 
delicate operations? What about the rest 
of us? Do boys hold their moral stand- 
ards as high when they have alcohol in 
their systems? What about the girls? 
Are fathers or mothers, after a few 
drinks, as careful about their words and 
actions as those who do not so indulge ? 

Second, the inevitability of the judg- 
ment. As MacLaren suggests: 

“Belshazzar is a type of every godless 
world power and of every such individual 
life. ‘Numbered’—for God allows to each 
his definite time and when its sum is com- 
plete, down falls the knife and cuts the 
threads. ‘Weighed’—for after death the 
judgment. ‘Divided,’ for the godless life 
will be torn away from its possessions. 
Belshazzar saw the handwriting on the 
same night in which it was carried out in 
act; we see it long before and we can read 
it. But some of us are mad enough to sit 
unconcerned at the table and go on with 
the orgy, though the legible letters are 
gleaming plain on the wall.” 


But the warning is good not only for 
the godless. The days of all of us are 
numbered. We are all being weighed in 
the balances. We shall all be separated 
from our earthly treasures. Do the divine 
scales and the human ones weigh the 
same? Wherein do they differ? 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE FAITH OF ISRAEL. H. H. Rowley. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 220 pages. 
$3.50. (The James Sprunt Lectures of Union 
Theological Seminary in Virginia, 1955). 

Any book by Rowley is gratefully re- 
ceived by most Old Testament students, 
since they appreciate not only his bril- 
liant insights and careful scholarship, but 
his simplicity of presentation and read- 
able style. This book is no exception. 

In fact, in the opinion of this reviewer, 
this book and the author’s earlier book, 
The Rediscovery of the Old Testament, 
are books every minister should possess— 
and if he can’t afford both, get this one 
first! 

The subtitle, “Aspects of Old Testa- 
ment Thought” suggests the nature of the 
book. It is Old Testament theology— 
not fully treated, but just certain of the 
main themes. 

Beginning with a chapter on “Revela- 
tion and Its Media,” he shows how God 
in the Old Testament usually reveals 
himself and his purpose through certain 
individuals and _ historical events—the 
main such combination, of course, was 
Moses and the Exodus. 

Out of this revelation, we learn of 
“The Nature of God,” whose grace is 
supreme, as we see in his election of 
Israel and in his concern for the Rem- 
nant. We see into “The Nature and 
Need of Man,” who is in God’s image 
and made to serve God. 

His chapter on “Individual and Com- 
munity” dispels the fiction that individ- 
ualism in Israel was born with Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel by showing that there was 
always the interplay of individual and 
community rights and_ responsibilities, 





even from earliest times, and that one 
could not be understood apart from the 
other. 

“The Good Life” is life lived by God’s 
will, inspired by one’s communion with 
God. “Death and Beyond,” while treat- 
ed very little in Old Testament thought, 
seems at least to be moving in the direc- 
tion of a continuation of the Good Life 
on earth. ‘The Day of the Lord” was 
generally thought to be near, and always 
the direct activity of God. The conclud- 
ing chapter takes us to the threshold of 
the New Testament and he treats briefly 
the terms ‘‘Son of David,” “Son of Man’’ 
and “Suffering Servant” as understood 
in Old Testament thought and appro- 
priated by New Testament writers. 

This book is unreservedly praised. It’s 
even worth $3.50! 

WILtiaM A. BAINE. 
Bellaire, Texas. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


World Friends: Friends at Home, Picture 
Album. Juanita Purvis. Friendship Press, 
N. Y. $1. 

World Friends: Japanese. Picture Album. 
Elizabeth Allstrom. Friendship Press, N. Y. 
$1. 

Suddenly the Sun. Eleanor Hull. Friend- 
ship Press, N. Y. $2.75, cloth. $1.50, paper. 

Fever-Heart. One-act play of Japan. 
Raymond Jennings. Friendship Press, N.Y. 
50¢, paper. 

Between Yesterday and Tomorrow. One- 
act play of Japan. Vern Rossman. Friend- 
ship Press, N. Y. 50¢, paper. 

The Dark Places. One-act play. Mae 
Hurley Ashworth. Friendship Press, N. Y. 
50¢, paper. 

American Church and the Negro. W. D. 
Weatherford. Christopher Publishing 
House, Boston, Mass. $3.50. 

Southern Race Progress. 
Woofter. Public 
ton, D.C. $3.50. 
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ase IRS a pleasure . . 


An atlas can make a name become 
a place—and add a new dimension to history, geography, or 
A dictionary can make an unintelligible sen- 
tence glow with meaning. Or a good thesaurus can help a 
student express himself with richness and variety. Before school 
begins, be sure that the students among your family and friends 
have the tools to make their lessons rewarding. Examine the 
fine supply of references carried by your 
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The Great Awakening in New England. 
Edwin Scott Gaustad. Harper & Bros., 

Y. $3. 

Marx Meets Christ. Frank Wilson Price. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. $3.50. 
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THE SECRET OF 
RADIANT LIFE 


W. E. Sangster. A volume 
which shows how to find 
outward sparkle, quiet joy 
and inward peace. $3 


CHRISTIAN 
WORSHIP: 
Its History 
and Meaning 


Horton Davies. A popular, 
authentic introduction to 
the rise and development 

of Christian worship. $2 


GEORGE 
WHITEFIELD: 
Wayfaring Witness 


Stuart C. Henry. The fabu- 


| | lous career and the con- 




















troversial message of the 
18th century evangelist. 
$3.75 








HALFWAY UP 
THE SKY 


{ Jane Merchant. A collection 
| of 198 humorous and seri- 
1 ous poems by a prize-win- 
| ning poet. $2 
| 
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The INTERPRETER’S 
BIBLE, Volume 12 


James, Peter, John, 
Jude, Revelation, gen- 
eral articles, color pho- 
tographs, and two in- 
dexes. $8.75 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








U. S. Ministers 

J. Irvin Knight, from Houston, 
to the Russellville, Ala., 
ington St. 

Claire S. Albright, 
N. C., to 216 N. West Ave., Fayetteville, 
N. C., where he is pastor of the Circle 
Court church. 

J. S. Johnson, 


Texas, 
church, Wash- 


from Marshville, 


from Bessemer City, 
N. C., to Rt. 1, Statesville, N. C., to be- 
come pastor of the Fifth Creek and 
Bethesda churches. 
L. E. Woodward, from 
, to 21 W. 


Harrodsburg, 
Prentiss Ave., Greenville, 


“William B. Kennedy, from West Haven 
Conn., to 3511 Brook Rd., Richmond 27, 
Va. 

James L. Mays, who has been studying 
at the University of Manchester, England, 
has returned to 1203 Laburnum Ave., 
Richmond 27, Va., to take up his duties 
on the faculty of Union Seminary. 

Robert L. Mabson, from Sinks Grove, 
W. Va., to Box 137, Perry, Mo., Sept. 18. 

James A. Booth, Paint Lick, Ky., will 
become pastor of Westminster church, 
Milton, Fla. 

J. Harvey Glass, Louisville, Ky., has 
become pastor of the Covenant Church, 
8354 Bonner Dr., Houston 17, Texas. 

Robert E. Craig, from McComb, Miss., 
to Second church, Spartanburg, S. C. 

John Jackson Brown, Jr., has resigned 
as pastor in Lancaster, S. C., in order 
to accept a Presbyterian, USA, pastorate 
in Philadelphia 240 Warrior Rd., Pil- 
grim Gardens, Drexel Hill, Pa. 


USA Ministers 

Henry A. Baumann, from Dayton, Ohio, 
to Box 33, Fairfax, Va. 

Keith A. Mitchell, from Asheville, N. ¢ 
to Trinity church, Spring Valley, Calif., 
where he is assistant minister. 

Herbert Booth Smith, from Monrovia, 
Calif., to 731 S. Averill St., San Pedro, 
Calif. 

Thomas P. Lindsay, from Kansas City, 
Mo., to the First church, Haddonfield, 
N. J 


Edmund F. Miller, of Tulsa, Okla., is 


The major work 
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serving as the interim minister at the 
Linwood church in Kansas City. 

Robert R. Watts, from Meeker, Okla., 
to the Woodland Hts. Church, Springfield, 
Mo. 


DEATHS 

Smith G. McCluney, 89, Chilhowee, Mo., 
died July 14. He had been pastor at 
Blairstown, Mo., for many years. 


MASTERS 

Charles Logan Landrum, Jr., pastor of 
the Evergreen Church, in Dothan, Ala., 
received the M. A. degree in administra- 
tive personnel and counseling from Mis- 
sissippi-Southern College at its summer 
commencement, 


DCEs 

Elizabeth Glasscock, who has been 
director of Christian education for the 
Presbytery of Dallas, Texas, has become 
director of children’s work for the First 
church, Dallas. 


MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 
The David J. Seel family, of the Korea 
Mission, will be in this country on a 
health furlough the last of September. 
CENTRAL BraziLt: The Rodger W. Per- 
kins, 1021 Clarke St., Santa Rosa, Calif. 
PuNnJAB: Dorothy McDonald, 2116 
Branden St., Los Angeles 26, Calif. 
InpIA: The S. J. Farmers, 2285 Wil- 
liam Penn Highway, Pittsburgh 35, Pa. 


IRAN: Frances Wooding, 464 N. Main 
St., Wallingford, Conn. 

JAPAN: Mrs. Merle C. Winn, 43 Union 
Ave., Slingerlands, N. Y. 

SyriA-LEBANON: The Douglas M. Hills, 
Maple Plain, Minn.; The Cari L. Nelsons, 
219 N. Lexington Ave., St. Paul, Minn.; 
The Cullen 1. K. Storys, Clearwater 
Cottages, Wolfboro, New Hampshire. 

THAILAND: The John J. Guyers, 214 
N. E. 65th Ave., Portland 16, Ore. 

West Arrica: Evelyn Adams, Presby- 
terial Headquarters, Chautauqua, N. Y.; 
the Joseph McNeills, 12 S. Portland Ave., 
Vintner, N. J.; the Wade H. Reeves, P.B. 
F. M. 156 5th Ave., N. Y. 10; William B. 
Reeves, 2330 N. Halsted St., Chicago 14, 
Ill. Box 92. 


U. S. CLERKS 

New officers of the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Stated Clerks Association elected at 
Montreat, N. C., are: Harold J. Dudley, 
Raleigh, N. C., president; Sam P. Ricco- 
bene, Shawnee, Okla., vice-president; 
Robert C. Pooley, Jr., Rome, Ga., secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


CHAPLAINS 

Clyde G. Browne, 3380th TTWG 
Keesler Air Force Base, Miss. 

Donald M. Covington, Ft. Jackson, S.C., 
Chapel 1. 

William Robert Floyd, Chaplains’ 
School, Fort Slocum, New Rochelle, N. Y. 


(ATC) 
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